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Introduction 

Neighbors from South City Park and others from nearby or interested neigh-
borhoods gathered with a small team of facilitators in the first CHUN neigh-
borhood-level Climate Action Forum. 

The Climate Situation 

After introductions and comments on why people love their particular locale, 
Parry Burnap, who recently attend the Al Gore Climate Reality Project train-
ing, gave an overview of climate changes with a focus on what is happening in 
Colorado. It was a powerful introduction to why taking action as individuals, 
families, and neighborhoods is critical. There was extensive conversation dur-
ing and after this informative presentation.  

 

 

 

South City Park Neighborhood’s Action Planning Results follow: 
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South City Park Neighborhood Climate Action Plan 

VICTORY at the end of a year’s work: 

  

• Reduce the use of cars; increase car sharing 

• 16th Ave turned into local gardens, bike trails, walking paths 

• Increase use of “Stealth” toilets (low water flush and rebate) 

• Sprouts moving toward more sustainable food 

• People moving to more sustainable investments 

• Fewer “scrapes” in the neighborhood 

• Local schools involved in vehicle idle reduction 

• Central data base for local skills, talents, wisdom 

• Complete research on buildings that recycle and those that don’t 

• Neighborhood planning initiative includes sustainability 

• Neighborhood sharing resources (cars especially) 

• Revitalize the block captain role including security buildings 

• Build a sense of neighborhood association 

• More sustainable building 

• Collectively fund needs (such as sustainability consultant) 

• Climate education in schools 

• Liaison with Denver Museum of Nature and Science 

• Better efficiencies in older multi-family buildings and homes 

• SCP architect guild 

• Increase number of involved people, especially millennials and 
Gen X (involvement is easy and fun) 

• Be a demonstration of Denver’s sustainability goals 

• Vertical farm in abandoned building on Colorado Blvd. 

• Bring Newbies and Old Time residents together 

• Collective emergency preparedness 

• Have a climate action committee in the SCPNA 

• Engage youth to renovate old buildings and home 

• No outdoor cats 
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The group then looked at their starting point—the CURRENT REALITY. They 
looked at both the Strengths and the Weaknesses of themselves as a team, 
those most likely to do the work towards the Victory. They then looked at 
what could come of their efforts, at the outcome of success in terms of both 
Benefits and Potential Pitfalls to anticipate and avoid. That thinking is cap-
tured in the diagram below: 

A Look at Our CURRENT REALITY

• East High School 
• Dedicated and articulate resi-

dents 
• A lot of personal wealth 
• Most experiences gardener in 

Denver  
• We know our neighborhood 

well 
• Creativity and passion 
• Professional expertise 
• Diverse experience and per-

spective 

 

• We’re all over-committed 
• Not terribly diverse 
• Few young people 
• We don’t know the eco-

nomic challenges of others 
• Few young families 
• Long-time residents and 

“newbies” don’t mix 

 

• Healthier people 
• More access to local fresh 

food (vertical garden) 
• Robust, joyful community – 

resilience 
• Commitment to neighbor-

hood; more people stay 
• Know our neighbors 
• Way to engage neighbors in 

low-income housing 

• Risk of not integrating our ef-
forts with other initiatives 

• Silos 
• Resistance from “deniers” and 

those who don’t want to engage 
• Involvement for economic pur-

poses only (opportunistic) 
• Could create division if we’re 

too evangelical 

 

Strengths 

 Weaknesses 

 

Benefits 

 Potential Pitfalls 
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In the final portion of the morning, South City Park Residents reconsidered 
their VICTORY in light of their CURRENT REALITY and made the following 

COMMITMENT: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Key Actions 

In the afternoon, the group brainstormed responses to the following question: 

What are all the actions needed to fulfill our Commitment? 

The results of that work, organized by actions that a small task force could 
take on, is on 
the following 
page.  

 

We are COMMITTEED to: 

• 16th Avenue plan in place for Neighborhood Planning Initiative 
(NPI) 

• NPI includes sustainability 
• Higher neighborhood engagement – resilient, connected, includ-

ing building reps 
• Be influential on Sprouts, farmers’ markets and others 
• Sharing program ($ and talent, time and concrete resources) 
• Research and integrate with other initiatives 
• Research and increase measurably the recycling and compost-

ing 
• Reduce water use 
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What are all the actions needed to fulfill our Commitment? 
Task Team Work Group Brainstorm 

Sharing - Re-
search 

Dreamers 

Inter-
neighbor-

hood  
Research 

Dreamers: 
Leadership 

Outreach 
Survey 

East High 
School (EHS) 

Outreach to 
Local  

Businesses  
(Food Especially) 

Team: Libby Libby  (2 – unreadable) Jim, Libby, Lisa Mardi, Brad, Molly OliveAnn  

• ID platform FB 
(FB, next door) to 
create 
tool/resource/ 
expertise sharing 

• Initiate a sharing 
program – such 
as P.H. Tool Li-
brary 

• Obvious infor-
mation displayed 
(re tools) 

 

• Identify 16th Ave. 
Dreamers 

• Draw a Dream 
16th Ave. sketch 

• List Dream action 
steps and chair-
person 

• Relate dream to 
identified needs 

• Include ANCA rep 
in NPI process 

• Work with others 
to decrease (out-
law, over time) 
outdoor cats 

 

• Contact other 
neighbors’ initia-
tives 

• Research Con-
gress Park green 
team activities 

• Contact Congress 
Park / sustaina-
ble neighbor-
hoods to get ide-
as 

• Know the Denver 
planners – send 
our documents 

• Help host a Block 
Captain meeting 
for those consid-
ering it 

• Identify 20-40 
block captains 

• 20 block listening 
sessions, three 
times  
o Listen 
o Brainstorm 
o Commit 

         Start 
• Host block-by-

block house par-
ties to promote 
sustainability, 
share ideas 

• Research/locate 
on map multiple 
family housing – 
Assign block cap-
tains 

• Tabulate contact 
list of all SCP se-
curity buildings 

 

• Conduct 2 sur-
veys 
o What people 

in SPC are 
doing 

o Needs as-
sessment 

• Survey for tree 
cover on park-
ways 

• Contact city re: 
measurement of 
trash vs. recy-
cling in SCP 

• Educate on Con-
servation Overlay 

• Denver Water 
presentation to 
neighborhood 

• Act on survey 
info 

 

• Identify sustain-
ability 
group/teacher at 
EHS (student 
council?) 

• Work with others 
interested in hav-
ing East HS con-
vert their lawn 

• Spiral sustaina-
bility curriculum 
Teller-MSU 

 

• Meet with 
Sprouts mgmt. re 
sourcing 

• Meet with 
Sprouts man-
agement re pur-
chase practices 

• One more veg per 
yard 

• Work with those 
interested in 
working 
w/Sprouts to 
source more sus-
tainably 

• Does the Farmers 
Market compost, 
recycle? 

• Farmers Mkt 
information table 

• Education mate-
rials on compost-
ing 

• Try to eat more 
efficiently 
o Less waste 
o Less cost 

 

After self-selecting into the above task teams, participants took their clustered data and created the following 
calendar: Note that the Outreach to Local Businesses is yet to have a champion and team.
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Team MAY (LAUNCH) JUNE JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER 

Dreamers – 
leadership 
outreach  

Contact Albus 
Brooks' Office 

 Research /locate on 
map multiple family 
housing.  Assign Block 
Captains 

    

 

Identify 20-40 
Block Captains 

Help Host a Block Cap-
tain meeting for those 
considering it     

Block 
Dreamers 

Compile "alarm" 
issues in neighbor-
hood (present & 
future) 

 

Tabulate contact list of 
all SCP security build-
ings 

Host block by block 
house parties to pro-
mote sustainability & 
share ideas 

20 block listening ses-
sions; three times: 1) 
listen; 2) brainstorm; 3) 
commit.  Start.    

Identify 16th 
Avenue 
Dreamers 

Include ANCA Rep in 
Neighborhood Plan-
ning Initiative 

List Dream action 
steps and chairper-
son 

 
 

  

Relate dream 
to identified 
needs 

Draw a Dream 16th 
Avenue Sketch 

Survey 
Survey for Tree Cover 
on Parkways 

Contact other 
Neighborhood 
Initiatives 

Neighborhood Leader-
ship Facilitation Meet-
ing (7/8)  Formulate survey 

Conduct 2 surveys:  1) 
what people in SCP are 
doing; 2) needs as-
sessment 

 

Analyze Survey Re-
sults 

 

Educate on Con-
servation Overlay 

      

Additional months on the 
following page. 
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Team DECEMBER JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL  MAY VICTORY 
BUDGET 
EST. 

Dreamers – 
leadership out-
reach 

       

 

Block Dreamers  
     

 $1,000  

Sharing –  
Research 

ID platform (FB? Next 
door?) to create 
tool/resource/ exper-
tise sharing 

Initiate a Sharing 
Program such as Park 
Hill Tool Library  
 
Obvious information 
displayed (tools) 

  

 

 
 

Printing= 
$50  

Survey 

Contact City re. meas-
urement of trash vs. 
recycling in SCP 

   

Act on Survey 
Info 

Denver Water 
presentation to 
Neighborhood   

East High School 

    

PowerPoint of 
Environmental 
Curriculum Plan 

Spiral  
Sustainability 
Curriculum Teller 
- MSU 

Power Point of 
Environmental 
Education K-
12 

Ed. Materi-
als = $300 

 

The South City Park Neighborhood participants in this event planned to present their work at the SCPNA meet-
ing the following Wednesday, May 17th. Their work will continue in teams and in occasional get togethers to 
share progress and work through challenges. More work will be done on the plan as the year unfolds. 


