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WELCOME 
 
Fran Aguirre 

• Lives on 40th east of Shoshone 
• Welcome and outlined planning committees 

o Accelerate action planning committee 
o Sunnyside forum planning committee 
o Facilitators 

• Thanks to Necio for opening restaurant to us 
• OliveAnn - special coordinator at MSU. We are the 7th forum and 9 neighborhoods so 

far. 
• Every community is putting together a plan of action to figure out how to use 

renewable energy as well as other individual, family, and community actions. 
 

INTRODUCTIONS 
Sunny Walker- Facilitator 

 
• What are you already doing to reduce your carbon footprint? (NOTE: Dots (⚫) 

below signify additional contributions by group members of the same item) 
 
Reusable water bottles  
City’s compost bin program ⚫ 

Apartment composting  
Backyard composting  

Sloan’s Lake leaf composting  

Taking individual initiative to bring organic 
refuse home from office and compost  

 

Recycle ⚫ 

Recycling program & office  

Run dishwasher when full ⚫ 

Energy efficient light bulbs ⚫⚫ 

Nest thermostat  
Energy efficient appliances  

Gardening & community garden ⚫⚫⚫ 

Conscious consumption- clothing (limit 
purchase) 

 

Reusable grocery bags  
Junk mail unsubscribe  through website  

Combining households  

Share one car & minimize trips ⚫⚫ 

No car  
Carpool  
Drive Prius/hybrid/electric car  

Public transport  ⚫⚫ 
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Bike for transportation ⚫⚫⚫ 

Walking for transportation  
Youth programs- compost, garden  
Wash things to be recycled before putting in 
bin 

 

Water reuse/recycling  
Unplug appliances/no waste of energy  
Solar panels  ⚫⚫⚫ 

350 Colorado advocacy and activism  
Carbon collective app  
Carbon audit (app launching)  
Tree care class  
Post documentaries on website- World 
Change Documentary Club 

 

Al Gore’s cimate leadership training (free)  
 

AGENDA 
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CLIMATE UPDATE 
 
Dr. Rich Wagner- Climatologist at Metropolitan State University 
 
See Appendix for notes of Dr. Wagner’s comments. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Taylor Moellers: Coordinator of Sustainable Neighborhoods Program  
• Lots of collaboration opportunities.  
• Sustainable Neighborhood Program exists in Lakewood, Denver, and Fort Collins. A 

community can get certified by their city for doing events around sustainability such 
as hosting bike tours, carbon work days, and energy efficiency workshops. 
Neighborhoods get credits from the city and other supports to pull this off. 
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VISION! 
 

What does it look like for Sunnyside to have a lower carbon footprint?  
 

LIST: What do you see in place in a year as a result of your actions? 
 
Everyone made individual lists and then people paired up to share. Each group chose 6-7 
clearest ideas and wrote 1 idea per sheet, 3-7 words on each sheet, writing big. Sent up two of 
the clearest. Thematic pairing. Then groups sent up anything different from what was already 
up front. Pairs expanded to clusters.  Then converged on main insight within each cluster.  
 

 
 
 
Following is an organized chart of the Vision:



8 
 

 
 

Consensus Workshop: 
Sunnyside’s Vision for a Lower Carbon Footprint 

Expanded, Creative, 
Alternative Energy 

Options 

Neighbors 
Educated & 

Engaged 
⚫⚫⚫⚫ 

Awareness and 
Access to 

Composting & 
Recycling 
⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫⚫ 

Eco-centric 
Transportation 

Sustainable 
Planting and Care 

⚫⚫⚫⚫ 

Conscious 
Consumption 

• Solar esp. new 
construction 

• Solar & roads 
• Solar & drones for 

delivery 
• Solar initiatives 
• Piezoelectric 

crystal plates 
• Solar street & park 

lights 

• More engaged 
neighbors! 

• Organize climate 
reality in Highland 

• Public education 
• Tangible lists. 

Specific attainable 
goals 

• Documenting real 
numbers as 
progress 

• HUNI sustain -> 
Focus on climate 

• More fun and more 
community 
building 

• Set up block 
capture system 

• Think unintended 
consequences for 
at least 1 year vs. 7 
generations 

• Educating youth on 
the importance of 
their participation 

• More purple 
recycling bins 

• Composting grant 
or share or 
sponsorship 

• More green 
compost bins 

• Public compost & 
recycle bins 

• Building on Denver 
compost collective 

• Green burial 
awareness 

• Community battery 
recycling 

• Educated recyclers 

• More bike lanes 
• More bikers on 

bike lanes 
• More people on 

buses 
• Fixing/installing 

sidewalks 
• Better transit 

options i.e. bike 
lanes, central hubs 

• Neighborhoods & 
apartment 
buildings can get 
eco passes 
(cheaper than 
individual annual 
pass) 

• Community 
gardens + farmers 
market 

• Reduce water 
usage 

• Neighborhood 
gardens 

• Plant native 
grasses & trees (no 
lawns) 

• Reduced neo-nics  
& other chemicals 

• “Be a smart Ash” 
tree program 

• Tree-lined streets 
• Offer tree-watering 

advice via mailed 
car at addresses w/ 
new trees 

• Xeriscape not rocks 

• Buy less packaged 
foods 

• Sustainable 
restaurant 
practices i.e. no 
plastic straws 

• Business 
cooperative/green 
effort 

• Sustainable 
materials & less 
waste at events 

• Sharing resources 
(tools, etc.) 

• More clotheslines; 
less dryers 

• Eat less meat 
• Small business 

incentives i.e. 
recycling, usage of 
recycles products 

• Consume less 
campaign 

• Fewer sq. feet per 
person (living 
space) 

• Smart therm & 
plugs NOTE: Dots (⚫) above indicate the participants’ 

voting on where to begin work 
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Unpacking the Vision 
New and Exciting 

• Sidewalks 
• Piezoelectric crystal plates 

 
Easiest 

• Conscious consumption—minor changes, things you can do a little less of and more 
of 

• Recycling and composting (low hanging fruit) 
 
Requiring more community effort 

• Neighbors educated and engaged 
• Less mail 
• Conscious consumption is also hardest because just as people don’t see that 

changing their behavior for the better will be impactful, they don’t see how 
continuing detrimental behavior as an individual makes a difference.  

 
On reconvening after lunch, the group brainstormed what STRENGTHS (advantages) 
they have as a community to help reach goals, followed by CHALLENGES they would 
face and need to overcome in order to be successful. 

 
Strengths:  

• SUNI (Sunnyside United Neighbors Inc) 
• Core/corps of active, committed people 
• Places where groups of people meet 
• Grant funding initiatives for neighborhood planning 
• Chavez- long-time work 
• City recycling and composting 
• Sustainability office 
• Interested schools 
• Local experts willing to share their expertise 

 
Challenges: 

• People in this room are persuaded to make changes due to climate but what motivates 
other people. What would be their reasons/incentives to change. 

• Dis-information 
• Bureaucratic structures 
• Broken system—we have to think outside of the box to see what is truly sustainable 
• Engagement  
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• Money—a lot of things cost money 
• Lots of new people in Denver and they may not feel connected to community or know 

how to become engaged 
• City budget priorities have shifted away from education. Not sexy. Has to be a balance 

between competing (all good) projects. 
• “Why bother?” People really believing that every behavior makes a difference. 

 
 Valencing: Where to start in the next 90 days? Sticky notes were passed out for 
individuals’ names to be placed at one of the categories to denote willingness to help build 
action plan. 
 
Topics for which no one signed up: 

1. Expanded, Creative Alternative Energy Options 
2. Eco-centric Transportation 
3. Conscious Consumption 

 
Why? These are in the domain of the government or the market and these areas are 
beyond our locus or control/agency as a community. 
 
The three voted most important to address now:  

1. Neighbors Educated and Engaged 
2. Awareness & Access to Composting and Recycling 
3. Sustainable Planting & Care 

ACTION PLANS! 
 
The three teams gathered together to create their action plans and presented the finalized, 
detailed plans to the group (typed below). 
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Title: Neighborhoods Educated and Engaged 
 

Output (What will be delivered, the WHAT) 
 

• Delivering information 
• Putting on events 
• Door to door 

Outcome (Intended impact of this plan, the WHY) 
 

• Neighbors know each other 

• Better neighborhood 

• Educate each other (rippled effect) 

• Shared purpose 

Supporting Factors →  
 
Residential neighborhood- existing 
connections 

 Resisting Factors 
 

 Noise, too much going on 

Implementing Steps, the HOW Who Start Date  Finish Date 

 
Conflict Center- space, classes 
 
Work w/ school, students 
 
Block captains (coordinated by SUNI?) 
 
Use SUNI community & events -> table 
 
NextDoor, FB 
 
Set up Communications Group 
 
Set up Events Calendar 
 
Neighbhorhood yard sale 
 
Video features- community garden 
 

 
Jessica 
 
Rich, Cat & 
Joe 
Ask via ND + 
FB 
Jenn 
 
Jenn 
 
All 
 
Fran & Jenn 
 
 
 
Rich 

 
  

 
 

 

Resource Requirements: 
 

Coordinator:  
Team Members: 

Sunnyside Neighborhood - Climate Action Planning Form 
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• Sustainability Food Policy Council 
• Composted soil  

 
 
Title: Awareness & Access to Composting & Recycling 
 

Output (What will be delivered, the WHAT) 
 

• RECYCLING: increase by 20% from 
baseline numbers 

• COMPOSTING: increase by 100% from 
baseline numbers 

Outcome (Intended impact of this plan, the WHY) 
 

• Increase awareness, access, and 
participation in residential composting & 
recycling 

 

Supporting Factors →  
 

• Existing compost/recycling programs 

• SUNI, other possible partnerships 

• Composting and recycling progress 
exists 

 Resisting Factors 
 

• Cost 

• Awareness 

• Ambivalence 

• Necessity to wash containers to be recycled 
before placing in bin 

Implementing Steps, the HOW Who Start Date  Finish Date 

 
1. Confirm participation of households- call waste 

management for statistics.  
 

2. Research community partnerships 
 

3. Lobbying to have composting fee covered- make 
as easy as recycling 

 
4. Gather information from sustainability office on 

outreach efforts 
 

5. Communicate with neighborhood via SUNI, FB 
and NextDoor 

 
Adam 
 
 
Josefina 
 
Dave & Cole 
 
 
Bethany 
 
 
Cole 

 
 11/10/18 
 
 
11/10/18 
 
11/10/18 
 
 
11/10/18 
 
 
11/10/18 

 
2/10/19 
 
 
1/15/19 
 
11/30/18 
 
 
11/30/18 
 
 
ONGOING 

 

Resource Requirements: 
 

• SUNI grant writer 

 

Coordinator: Cole 
Team Members: 
 
Cole, Dave, Adam, Bethany, Josefina 

Sunnyside Neighborhood - Climate Action Planning Form 
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Title: Sustainable Planting & Care 
 

Output (What will be delivered, the WHAT) 
 

• Info table @ SUNI pizza party 
• Learn Denver Digs deadlines & 

requirements 
• Disseminate via NextDoor & SUNI list 

Outcome (Intended impact of this plan, the WHY) 
 

• Educate the neighborhood about plant 
resources 

• Enable 

Supporting Factors →  
 
Meetup groups 
Denver Digs Trees (DD) 
Denver Forestry, Jovial Concepts, CSU 
Denver discount for flats of xeriscape plants 
Denver Water Xeriscape plans 
Denver Urban Gardens/Alliance Center 

 Resisting Factors 
 

 Process/Timing 
Information Distribution 

Implementing Steps, the HOW Who Start Date  Finish Date 

 
1. Research Denver Digs Trees 

 
2. Find out process to get an info table @ SUNI 

annual pizza party 
 

3. List of resources, dissemination 
 

4. Research Meetup groups 
 

5. Research Denver Water resources re: xeriscape 
plants offer 

 
6. Gather info on safe alternatives to chemicals for 

local plant problems 

 
Cat 
 
Ruth 
 
 
Nelda 
 
Nelda 
 
Cat 
 
 
Nelda/Cat 

 
 11/11/18 
 
01/2019 
 
 
11/11/18 
 
11/11/18 
 
11/11/18 

 
? 
 
? 
 
 
? 
 
? 
 
? 

 

Resource Requirements: 
 

Time 
$ 

 

 

Coordinator:  Cat DeRose 
Team Members: 
 
Cat DeRose, Ginny Grogan, Ruth, 
Dameron, Nelda W. 

Sunnyside Neighborhood - Climate Action Planning Form 
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END/WRAP-UP 
 
Something you will continue to remember  

• Action x2 
• Care 
• Burial 
• Piezoelectric crystals 
• Involvement 
• Neighborhood education 
• Participation 
• Clotheslines 
• New organizations—supporting 
• People care 
• Neighborhood vision 
• Committed 
• Looking block by block as a way to organize 

 
Made heart soar  

• There is a group that is going to make a rec to mayor for centralized composting 
• Turnout! 
• Having this forum in my own neighborhood 
• This is going to escalate things in our neighborhood 
• Hopeful—hope has been renewed 

 
Concern you’re still sitting with (makes heart sore!) 

• Wrong approach to dump info about disaster coming. Can be demoralizing. Don’t want 
to go around with clubs. What will motivate different groups of people?  

 
Ideas 

• We could reach out to Denver local news about this initiative. Very motivating to see 
what other neighborhoods are doing 

 
How will you be different a year from now? 

• We’re all going to start composting! 
 
How will the neighborhood be different? 

• More connection, more tightly knit community 
 
What will you tell people who weren’t here? 

• Great food, great conversation 
• Realistic steps to address something that is really scary 
• How can we leverage what is already great about Sunnyside? 
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NEIGHBORHOOD PARTICIPANTS 
 

Adam Radcliffe  Jennifer Superka 
Alex Whale-Wagner  Jerrilyn Herd 
Ana Chavez  Jesse Aguirre 
Bethany Zanetti  Jessica Sherwood 
Cat DeRose  Josafina Radcliffe 
Cole Zanetti  Jose Gurrola 
David Sabados  Melanie Albano 
Fran Aguirre  Miranda Glasberg 
George Frazier  Nelda Watsznarowicz 
Ginny Grogan  Ruth Dameron 
Ian Brown  Sven Ceelen 
James Chavez   

 

 

ACCELERATE NEIGHBORHOOD CLIMATE ACTION SUPPORT 
www.accelerateclimcateaction.org 

Name Email Role 
OliveAnn Slotta OSlotta@earthlink.net Forum Coordinator 
Jim Slotta JSlotta@earthlink.net Forum Co-coordinator 
Richard Wagner richard@accelerateclimateaction.org Climate scientist 
Sunny Walker sunny@accelerateclimateaction.org Lead Facilitator 
Kelly Stenhoff kellystenhoff@gmail.com Co-facilitator 
Denver Sustainable Neighborhoods Program 
Taylor Moellers Taylor.Moellers@denvergov.org Program Coordinator 

www.accelerateclimcateaction.org
mailto:JSlotta@earthlink.net
mailto:kellystenhoff@gmail.com
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Denver’s Sustainable Neighborhoods Program gives residents the opportunity to become active 
partners in making Denver a vibrant and sustainable community. Neighborhoods participating 
in this unique certification program organize workshops, projects, and events that enhance the 
livability of their neighborhood and reduce residents' ecological footprint. The program has 
recently partnered with Accelerate Neighborhood Climate Action to provide Climate Action 
Forums to all neighborhoods. 
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APPENDIX 
Highlights of Climate Update Presentation 

 
Dr. Richard Wagner – Climatologist at Metropolitan State University 

 
• Intro climate change classes plus more advanced.  
• Global interdependence and how we’re in this all together 
• Study climate change by each student in class. Each one picks a country. What are 

solutions, what being done to mitigate. We can make climate change bad instead of 
terrible.  

• There are reasons for optimism 
• Presentation entitled Climate Reality: The Science 
• Think globally, act locally but we’re not in this alone. Groups like this are all over the 

world 
• We have a unique and delicate planet 
• Blue line of the atmosphere is very thin, and we use it as our dumping ground. We 

are dumping 110 million tons of manmade global warming pollution into the 
atmosphere every 24 hours.  

• We’ve known for centuries how the global warming process works 
• Sources: transport, electricity, oil production, coal mining, forest burning, land 

transportation, industrial agriculture, industrial processes, decomposing food waste 
releases methane, largest source is burning of fossil fuels and it continues to go up! 
As global carbon emissions are going up, we need to reduce by an equivalent 
amount the exponential upward trend in the billion tons of metric tons of carbon 
released 

• We need to stop the global temp change at 2 degrees Celsius and we’re already 
halfway there. This decade is much warmer than the previous decade which is 
warmer than the previous—etc. 

• For the planet, the eighteen warmest years ever have occurred in the last 2 decades 
• Colorado’s average temp has risen 2 degrees F in the last 30 years 
• As temperature increases so does water use… more is evaporating, and we need that 

water. Often talk about a water footprint. 
• Wildfires in CO are projected to increase in frequency and severity by 2050  
• We are getting more floods and droughts at different times. In CA current fire in 

Chico has been the biggest in CA history.  
• Average fire season in U.S west is now 105 days longer than the 1970s 
• Floods in Boulder in 2013 and Colorado Springs in 2016. Increasing hail storm 

incidence. 
• What are the costs and benefits in terms of economics and what is the cost of not 

doing anything? 
• All of these impacts are starting to add up.  
• New energy revolution then and now. Computing needs have increased, photo of 

smog then and cleaner air now, solar and wind energy generation 
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• Relative impact of personal choices. Low hanging fruit—energy efficiency, using less 
energy, getting same effect with less. Trees & gardening. Carbon sink—how to take 
carbon out of atmosphere—way easier to not put it in the atmosphere in the first 
place but trees and plants and soil are our allies. They hold carbon. We can take that 
carbon out using our allies.  

• How can a neighborhood move forward?  
• One of the oldest renewable energy sources was hydropower and to some extent for 

good or ill we have dammed all rivers in the US. But there are some small 
technologies to get energy from rivers at smaller scale. But wind or solar—when 
people compare the prices of things, the storage, batteries—and even with that wind 
will be the cheapest. Important to get that storage and use it. If look back at where 
we started with electricity, going to AC power was maybe not a good decision. Can’t 
transport AC power, or wind power. Lose in transmission. If we invest like we did in 
the interstate highway system, we could change this pretty easily.  

• There are two types of electricity generating set ups that take different times to 
bring it up to speed. One has to be available all the time because you don’t have 24 
hours to bring it up. For wind, it needs to get to a certain speed to even start the 
blades up. There are a lot of things going on to learn about this. Wind has had a 
greater footprint than natural gas because of these issues. We need to compensate 
for when wind starts and stops—the unpredictability around that. Not great to 
incentivize folks to start with wind too early. Solar panels are local. A colleague did 
research on tiles for roof instead of big panels. If you have a big panel with 80% 
shade on it, efficiency drops hugely. But if have smaller tiles, shade does not disrupt 
efficiency so much.  

 


